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BUCCINUMPUSTULOSUM[LIGHTFOOT, 1786] (GASTROPODA):
PROPOSEDSUPPRESSIONOF THE SPECIFIC NAMEUNDERTHE

PLENARYPOWERS. Z.N.(S.) 1842

By Judith S. Terry (Department of Geology, Stanford University,

California, U.S.A.)

The specific name pustulosum of the binomen Biiccinum pustidosum was
introduced into zoological literature by " a compiler", now generally accepted

as the Rev. John Lightfoot (Dance, 1962 : 31), who upon the death of the

Dowager Duchess of Portland made an inventory of her large and valuable

shell collection. The list was published in 1786 as the " Portland Catalogue",

and although never widely distributed or well known as a scientific paper, it is

considered an acceptable source of zoological names. Dance (1962) and
Rehder (1967) have shown that authorship of species introduced in the Catalogue

should be attributed to Lightfoot.

2. " Biiccinum pustulosum S. Rum. [Rumphius, 1741, Tafel] 49, B" was
entry number 1960 on page 88 of the Catalogue, the " S." signifying that

Lightfoot had taken the name from a Solander MS. He cited a figure of the

species in Rumphius, 1741, that was also the first reference cited by Gmelin,

1791, under his new specific taxon Murex argus.

3. From 1791 onward the names Buccinum pustulosum [Lightfoot] and
Murex argus Gmelin existed as senior and junior synonyms, respectively, and

to the writer's knowledge the earlier name never appeared in the major literature

during the 50 year period that would qualify it as a nomen oblitum. The earlier

synonym is a nomen oblitum or forgotten name as defined by Article 23b of the

Code and is eligible to be suppressed at the discretion of the Commission.

4. Suppression of Buccinum pustulosum [Lightfoot] is also urged in the

interests of nomenclatural stability because Murex argus Gmelin, 1791, was

designated as the type-species of the genus Argobuccinum by Hermannsen in

1846. It has been used consistently since that time for the South African species

of Argobuccinum having a heavy shell with lateral varices and ocellated sculpture

produced by coloured spiral bands and prominent but irregularly spaced nodes.

5. In the interests of stability of nomenclature, the Commission is asked:

(a) to use its plenary powers to suppress as a nomen oblitum the specific

name pustulosum [Lightfoot, 1786] as published in the binomen
Buccinum pustulosum ;

(b) to place the specific name argus Gmelin, 1791, as published in the

binomen Murex argus (type-species of Argobuccinum Hermannsen,

1846) on the OflScial List of Specific Names in Zoology;

(c) to place the specific name pustulosum [Lightfoot, 1786], as published in

the binomen Buccinum pustulosum on the Official Index of Rejected

and Invalid Names in Zoology.

References Cited
Dance, S. P. 1962. The Authorship of the Portland Catalogue. Journ. Sac. for

the Bibliography of Natural History, 4(1) : 30-34

Rehder, H. A. 1967. Valid Zoological Names of the Portland Catalogue. Proc.

U.S. National Mus., Ill, no. 3579, 51 pp.

Bull. zool. Nomencl., Vol. 25, Parts 2/3. September 1968.


